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Worksheet part of the roleplay-based unit by RJ Tarr at www.activehistory.co.uk 

The Russian Civil War
Recap

	
	Trotsky

	Tukhachevsky
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	Who was he?
	Creator of the Red Army
	Red Army General

	Why did he distrust Stalin?


	Tsaritsyn
Stalin recently detained a trainload of re-instated Tsarist officers on their way to join Trotsky.

They were placed under house arrest on a canal barge which then mysteriously sank, killing all on board.
	Warsaw
Stalin has ignored orders from Lenin to send troops to support Tukhachevsky in the Battle of Warsaw. The Bolsheviks have lost the battle. Tukhachevksy openly blames Stalin.


Task: Causes for Bolshevik Success in the Civil War
(a) Read through the following bullet points and place them into the appropriate cells of the table.
(b) Use this to form a response to the question “Did the Bolsheviks win, or did the Whites lose, the Russian Civil War?” 

(c) Take key points from the table and copy them into your record sheet as appropriate (successes = Bolshevik strengths/successes; failures = white weaknesses / mistakes).

· Denikin and Kolchak were 10,500 kilometres apart and had to communicate via Paris.

· Denikin, Kolchak and Yudenitch clashed

· The White Army leader Lebedev described Moscow as “the whole brain of our country, all her soul, all that is talented in Russia."
· Lenin delegated to Trotsky (in his mobile train headquarters) 

· Lenin delegated to Tukhachevsky (who recaptured the Urals & Caucasus in 1919)

· Red soldiers were twice as numerous as Whites

· Red soldiers were also united in a common cause: Marxism.
· The foreign powers were divided: e.g. Lloyd George criticised Churchill’s ‘obsession’ with the Civil War. 

· The position of the Bolsheviks in the compacted Industrial heartland around Moscow gave them a strategic and economic advantage. 
· Lenin was prepared to re-instate 48,000 Tsarist officers

· Denikin described his troops as “a bunch of traders and profiteers”).

· The White slogan of ‘Russia: one and indivisible’ was unconvincing given their reliance upon foreign aid.
   

	
	Successes for Lenin
	Failures for Lenin

	
	Red Strengths / Successes
	White Weaknesses / Mistakes

	Personal Unity
	
	

	Ideological Unity: 
	
	

	Geographical Unity
	
	


Results:

• By spring 1920 all three armies had been defeated and the Bolsheviks could finally turn their attention to rebuilding the Russian economy.

( West: Ukraine recaptured by Antonov in Feb. 1919

( East: Tukhachevsky recaptures Urals in Summer 1919

( South: Tukhachevsky recaptures Caucasus in Summer 1919

( North: British and French pull out of Archangel in Winter 1919

