

	

[image: image2.wmf]Within the family life of the Sioux there was a clearly defined role for the men. They would be responsible for hunting, looking after the horses and protecting the band.
A man was judged on his skills as a warrior, hunter and horseman. The better they were at these things the more status/ importance they had with in the tribe.
	

Women within the Sioux tribes were responsible for the tipi, for preparing food and fetching water and for making clothing and other items.
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Women were highly valued with in the tribe as bearers of children.

	
Arranged marriages took place in some Indian nations but in most cases marriages were love matches. 
When they were married they would go to live with the women’s family.
Most men had one wife but sometimes but rich men could have more than one (Polygamy). This often happened when there were more women then men, as this was a way of ensuring that the women were protected and provided for.

If a woman’s husband died she may marry again and sometimes couples did divorce. If this happened the women would keep the tipi.

	

Old people had an important part to play in the life of the band. They were able to give advice in council and pass on the history of the people. They were involved in helping to bring up children. However when they became too old and weak to keep up they might have to be left behind. The survival of the band was greater than any individual.




The Sioux believed that their children were extremely important- they were the future of the tribe. Unlike you, they did not go to school but instead learnt everything they needed to know from their parents and other relatives. Their lives would be quite different depending on whether they were a boy or a girl….


	Girls
	Boys

	· When they were very young girls played with deer skin dolls and toy tepees. 

· Girls would learn all the skills she needed from the women in her tribe such as tipi building, collecting wild berries and plants. Girls would need to develop these skills in order to find a good husband as when they got older and to ensure they were a useful member of the tribe.
· A young girl would expect to have learnt all these skills by the time she was 13.
· A young girl would start to think about marriage very young- from the age of about 12! She would expect to marry somewhere between the age of 12 and 15. 

	· Very young boys played with miniature bows and arrows.

· Like the girls boys were prepared for life as a Sioux warrior and hunter so that they could provide for and protect their tribe. They would learn these skills from the men of the tribe.

· As part of this training a boy would be taught to do three things

1. capture better hunting ground.

2. capture horses

3. show his bravery as a warrior.

· If a young boy refused to become a warrior he could be made to dress and act as a women. These boys were called ‘berdaches’ and or ‘a-go-kwa’ and would be looked down upon by the other men in the tribe.
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