
Content – Shows a giant Japanese soldier looking friendly and 
asking the tiny soldier defending Hong Kong to ‘shake hands’. 
The tiny soldier is standing ready to fight despite how powerful 
the giant Japanese soldier looks.

Origins – The image comes from the Japanese army in 
December 1941, landing in the Canadian army’s defences 
having been dropped by Japanese aircraft.

Purpose – To intimidate and persuade the Canadian soldiers 
that it would be a bad idea to fight the Japanese army any 
longer.

Context – From the caption you will know that this source was 
produced just before the Japanese takeover of Hong Kong. In 
order to decide how reliable this source is, you will need to 
recall everything you can about how the Japanese conquered 
Hong Kong and how they acted towards the people/soldiers.

Nature – This is a propaganda leaflet. Such leaflets are 
not designed to tell the ‘truth’ like a report, but to persuade 
people to do what you want them to do. They are not reliable 
representations of fact but they are very useful to historians as 
evidence of what a group is trying to achieve.

NOW TRY THIS!

Think about nature, origins and purpose when you are cross-referencing sources, making 
judgements about usefulness or purpose, or making evaluations about hypotheses.WORKING WITH SOURCES

1. What is the message of Source A?

2. How useful is Source A to a historian studying the Battle of Hong Kong?

SOURCE A: A Japanese Leflet dropped over the Canadian soldiers 
defending Hong Kong from their attack in Dec 1941

TIME TO THINK!

Nature, Origin and Purpose
Working with sources involves a range of different skills. To write really good answers it helps to know about nature, origins and purpose.

           NATURE 
What type of source is it? (E.g. is it a diary entry, a 
letter, a photo, a cartoon…?)

            ORIGINS
When was the source produced and who produced 
it?

           PURPOSE
Why was the source produced? What is it for?
Is it giving a particular message?


