DR BERYL WILLIAMS: LENIN’S OBJECTIVES AND THE CIVIL WAR

Use the note taking frame below to help organise your notes. You can use the summary sentences within each section to structure your notes.
In this podcast Dr Beryl Williams examines Lenin's aims in coming to power and how the Bolsheviks were able to stay in power through the civil war.

	1. Introduction. Lenin's determination to avoid a coalition especially with the Mensheviks. 

Going forward to socialism: Lenin's ‘transition stage' the dictatorship of the proletariat.


	2. Lenin: The struggle against the enemies of proletarian power through the application of coercion. 

Democracy under socialism as opposed to under capitalism and the overturning of society.


	[bookmark: _GoBack]3. May 1918: civil war breaks out. ‘Revolutionary justice' - dictatorship prevailing against popular revolution. 

The development of war communism and state control over all areas of the economy.


	4. Using American ideas to increase productivity. 

The army running the economy. Defeat of the Whites by the Red Army.

	5. Peasant revolts against the Bolsheviks. 

Suppression and famine.

Popular discontent with war communism. 

Lenin's New Economic Policy: an economic retreat. 

Clamp down on religion, show trials and exile.


	6. The new Soviet Union: economic devastation but the survival of one party rule. 

Why had the new Soviet Union survived against such odds?




